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 INSPIRED YOUTH IS ONLINE!
The Inspired Youth Tutoring Program was online this school year. We had six sessions per week, with most of the 33 students participating twice a week and some coming once a week. Working with the students were 33 tutors and tech people, some of whom came two or three times per week. The tutors were excellent, and it was wonderful for the children to be working with such good tutors.
     Here are the numbers of students and tutors in the Tutoring Program, as of 6.10.2021:

    INDIVIDUALS IN TUTORING PROGRAM 
    SPRING 2021, 6 Sections (as of 6/10/2021)
           
    STUDENTS         TUTORS/TECH

	
	9th-10th 
	5th-8th 
	K-4th 
	Adult and HS

	Mon. 5:30
	
	   2
	    5
	 9

	Mon. 6:45
	   2
	   4
	    4
	13

	Wed. 3:30
	
	   3
	    7
	11

	Wed. 4:45
	   1
	   1
	    6
	10

	Thur. 3:30
	  
	   2 
	  10
	12

	Thur. 4:45
	
	   4 
	    4
	  9

	TOTAL HRS
	 3 stud. hrs
	16 stud. Hrs
	33 stud. hrs
	56 tutor/tech hrs


TOTAL              37 STUDENTS                       35 TUTORS/TECH
                                  55 STUDENT HRS              64 TUTOR/TECH HRS

Several students come more than one session per week. Several tutors volunteer more than one session per week.

     Some "regular" students of the Tutoring Program didn't have a computer which could get Zoom. This is frustrating for the family and for the Tutoring Program.  But it’s exciting and worthwhile for the students and tutors who do come.   We still can't believe what we're doing, and that we're doing it!
     Tutoring this year has been made possible by three wonderful tech people, members of Inspired Youth's Board of Directors, who also tutor in a regular year, Dan S., Margaret S., and Meghan F. These three people do everything related to Zoom and break-out rooms.  It's "a breeze" for the rest of us.
     Inspired Youth’s Facebook page has photos of students and tutors taken during tutoring this year.
       COMMENTS OF WELL WISHERS

From Karah P., tutoring grad, 3rd year of college, 1.2.2021  “Hi Mrs. Beth. Yes, I was thinking about you recently and was going to reach out. Just thinking about how much you helped me with life, and I am so grateful to have you. You inspired me in so many ways that l have realized as a growing adult!   I found my true purpose in life in the midst of the storm. I hope you and all of your family are well. And again, thank you for all you have done for all the children you have helped! You are so amazing, and thank you for being the woman you stand to be. ♥
2.1.2021. Jaylen S., 4th gr., is in the Inspired Youth Tutoring Program, the Summer Piano Program, the Inspired Youth Singers, and the Epworth Sunday School Singers. He also gets straight As on his report card. This is from a recording of Jaylen’s grandma, Lilie S.: 

     “I thank God for you. You are a beautiful woman with the children, and I thank God for you. And I know what you are doing for them, and it just touches me, all the good things, and all the beautiful things that you do for them, and I appreciate that, and I know you’ve got God in your heart. And if you didn’t have God in your heart and in your soul, hey! you wouldn’t even do the things that you’re doing. So keep doing those things for those children. And I really appreciate you for that. 

     “You are a beautiful woman, and I love you for that. I’m not just saying I love you. I do with the love of God. If anything ever happened, or something whatever, you probably would do something. 

     “Now I don’t know if I can or not, but if I can, I will do it because I like you a lot, because you’re a very nice, nice, nice lady. And I love you for that. And I thank God for you, too, and I thank God that I met you, too. And I thank God that you teach my grandchild, baby, because you are a good woman. So keep on doing it.” 
From Madhu M., parent, 6.8.2021: “I read all the magazines and what the children wrote, and those were amazing. The tutors are doing a great job, and I appreciate Ms. Palmer for doing all these things. Thank you.”

TUTORS’ COMMENTS 6.9.2021

From Jonathan F. about Mukunth R.  “I started working with Mukunth later in the year. It was a lot of fun. He has a great curiosity about the world.  He enjoyed using his imagination to think about myths from all different kinds of cultures. He’s very smart in math and reading, and I think he’s going to do a great job from here on out. Thank you, Mukunth.”

From Ben H., about Baron F. “I got to work with Baron this past year. Baron told me that he’s going to the best school in four months. He’s really excited and I’m really excited for him.  He is very precocious and he worked very hard, and he’s a terrific reader. It was a pleasure to work with him. I hope he has a good summer. I hope for good things for you, Baron.”

From Jonathan F., about Donovan F. “I worked with Donovan since December. He is very fun to work with. He has a great amount of curiosity about the world, and he has a great interest in science, especially astronomy. I could see him working at NASA some day. He worked on a lot of math as well. We worked on geometry and we even got into algebra. It was very impressive to me, and I know he’ll be able to do advanced math soon enough. I think he’s going to do a great job, and I hope I get to work with him next year.”

From Ian F., father of Baron F. and Donovan F. “I just really appreciate the tutors so much, because not only do the kids really improve in their test scores but the most difficult thing for me as a parent is to have the kids do their homework! Just to sit there with them, and the patience that it takes is often too much for me, and you tutors really make: “Many hands make light work.”  You make the work lighter. Thank you.”

Julie H. about working with Malachi H. “My student is not here right now. His phone battery died, but I’ll just say that it was a pleasure working with Malachi, and I was always impressed with how he could pick up new concepts, and it certainly was fun for me to test my memory on some things. It’s been wonderful to see the students grow and learn new things this year.  I also worked with other kids, and everyone has been wonderful, and it’s really impressive.”
TUTORS’ COMMENTS 6.10.2021

Rob C. about Himaneesh, D., 1st gr. “This is my first year of tutoring. I started in September or October of last year. It’s something I look forward to every single week. This has been incredibly rewarding. Himaneesh is a really brilliant kid. He’s got great things ahead of him, and I did ask him at the end of my session if he is going to go to tutoring again in the Fall and if he would be willing to work with me again, and hopefully it will be in person. Let’s keep our fingers crossed on that. 

    “It’s been good getting to know everyone. And I appreciate Beth -- with the pipe organ connection [Rob’s son Charley plays the pipe organ]. I look forward to potentially getting our older son Charley involved with the Piano Tutoring this summer, and I look forward to that.  Beth went to Charley’s Loyola pipe organ concert.”

Mike M. about Monish A.-5th gr. (?) “This is my first year of tutoring. I started back in October, and have really enjoyed it. This session I worked with Monish. Monish is going to do well wherever he goes. He’s a hard worker. He has been a joy to work with. I look forward to doing it again. 
     I don’t know if we’re going to be doing this in person in the Fall. In some ways it would be a little more helpful in person, because we’ve had some technological issues over the course of the past year which has caused some problems. Doing it in person we don’t have that sort of situation. But in any event, it’s been great for me, and I look forward to it each week and plan to do it again next school year.”

Phyllis R., 8th gr. “I’ve been in the Tutoring Program for a while. People have helped me with homework and sometimes with other things in the folder. I’ve known Ms. Beth for a long time. She’s visited my mom sometimes. I will really miss the tutoring program now.”

Julie H.  about Baron F., 2nd gr.  and Malachi H., 5th gr. “I worked with Baron and Malachi all summer. They did a great job. It was wonderful to see them grow and learn.”  

Ai H. about tutoring. “I would like to say thank you to Ms. Beth, Mr. Dan, and all of my fellow tutors. I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for being with me in this difficult year with a lot of social upheaval and sorrow. I learned a lot from every one of you, every single tutor that I have never really met in person, and yes, I would like to see when we can meet in person. Thank you for a wonderful year. We worked together a long, long year.  And thank you!”

Terri E.: “Thanks Ms. Beth and Dan for putting all this together. 

Dan H. about Nathan L. 7th gr. “I was lucky to tutor Nathan this year. I’m not sure he missed a week in the entire year. He was the first one there on Thursday and he worked great in every session. We did a lot of math, a lot of vocabulary, a lot of reading, and he worked hard in every session. He was a pleasure in every way. It was a super fun year for me in every way. I feel lucky to have been Nathan’s tutor, and you guys got to see his trade-mark look which is just the top of his head. That’s what I tutored with most of this year. He was awesome all this year. It was great.”

MUSIC (From Jamey McDunn, donor of several used piano keyboards) 11.22.2020 “What a wonderful achievement to successfully continue the music instruction on-line. That is a tremendous effort, and Mrs. Palmer and everyone involved deserve congratulations. This is confidence-building at its best, and the kids are the true winners.”

STUDENTS’ WRITING PROJECTS, 

2020-2021. (These will soon be on the IY website.)
Students wrote three articles during the Tutoring Program in 2020-2021. The K-2nd graders dictated the stories to their tutors; the tutors helped the students, 3rd – 10th gr., with ideas. The magazines will be on Inspired Youth’s website, http://inspiredyouthchicago.org.
“The Future: My Life in 2040,” 34 stories
Students used their imagination to write what they thought the year 2040 might be like and what they might be doing in 2040. 
“The Election of 2020,” 18 articles
Students wrote what they thought about the 2020 Presidential Election, the previous President, and about the new President of the US. 
 “Editorials: What I Think,” 17 editorials
Students thought of a topic and wrote an editorial about it, telling their opinions.
WHAT TUTORS WROTE 
IN THE STUDENTS’ FOLDERS
About Monish A., 7th gr., from Mike M., 6.7.2021 “We spent time practicing word problems involving decimals and fractions. As always, Monish is an excellent student; he learns quickly and is a pleasure to work with.”

About Tanish A., 1st gr., from Mike M., 5.13.2021: “He did a great job on all of his homework. He is a joy to work with (like his brother).”

About Carl A., 2nd gr., from Hazel T., 4.8.2021: “Carl seems very smart and was good to work with.”

About Max A.,4th gr., from Caroline O., 6.3.2021: “Max was very focused even with some distractions in the background. I was very happy to hear he finished his poem and memorized it. Along with that, he did great with the multiplication tables.”

About Zakiyya B., 4th gr., from Meghan F, 11.30.2020: “She worked really well, had good questions, learned how to format and navigated between different websites well!”

About Mourya B., PreK, from Beth P, 6.2.2021: “He read all of Tip--1, 2, and 3! Then he read Bears 1. Fantastic day!

About Varun B., 2nd gr., from Hazel T., 6.3.2021: “Today was great! Varun seems very smart and is very good at explaining why he did something on a math problem  It's great to see how curious Varun is.”

About Leonela C.,10th gr., from Selina S., 6.7.2021: “Leonela is a great student! She's gone through a lot this year and is persistent with her homework and education. I loved getting to know her and sharing in her interests.”

About Shannon C.,8th gr., from Jonathan F., 11.09.2020: “Today we studied converting fractions to repeating decimals, calculating square roots and calculating cube roots.”

About David C., 5th gr., from Selina S., 6.7.2021: “David is a great student. Always comes ready to learn and enjoys doing his math homework. He is excited for summer and looks forward to saving up for a scooter and playing in the pool.”

About Carlos C.-G, from Hazel T., 5.26.2021: “Today was great! Carlos's reading keeps getting more fluent.”

About Carlos C.-G.,4th gr. from Arya P., 6/10/2021: No homework so we did math and poems! I had such a great time tutoring Carlos!
About Hassan D., 6th gr., from Clay C., 6.7.2021: Hassan suggested that we do percentages in Khan Academy -- we convert per cents to fractions and fractions to per cents. Overall, he seemed engaged.”

About Mushtaq D., 7th gr., from Jonathan F., 5.24.2021: “Practiced multiplication and division with algebra. Did some equations where the variable is in the denominator.”

About Marwan D., 9th gr., from Mike F., 6.7.2021: “This has been a great year. I've enjoyed working with Marwan and helping him through a tough year of math!”

About Himaneesh D., 1st gr., from Rob C., 6.3.21: “Himaneesh correctly filled out two sheets of his math workbook that focused on cubes. He also correctly answered over a dozen multiplication problems I asked him! The only area he is still working on are the '12's'. 

About Himaneesh, 1st gr., from Mike M., 6.7.21: “We worked on simple programming. Himaneesh has a real ability in this and seems to really enjoy it.”    

About Baron F., 2nd gr, from Beth P., 6.3.21: “Baron shared his screen with me, and he knew how to handle the screen. It was a worthwhile tutoring time. He needs to keep working on reading.”

About Donavan F., 4th gr., from Jonathan F., 6.3.21: “Reviewed radius, diameter and area of circles. Added volume of spheres, cubes, rectangular prisms and cylinders. Took online quizzes on Saturn and Jupiter.”

About Gregorio F., 9th gr., from Jule H., 9.17.20: “Gregorio worked very independently on the perimeter questions in IXL and earned a score in the high 90s.”
About Adithi G., 1st gr., from Yim Y., 5.24.21: “Adithi watched a video about animal traits and answered her writing prompt, which was “How are animal parents the same and different from their babies?” The video featured elephants, orangutans, ducks, kangaroos, penguins, and seahorses.”

About Sai H., 2nd gr., from Jonathan F., 12.17.20: “Sai and I started by reading about the difference between urban suburban and rural areas. Then, we read a story about Penguins and their young. We finished up with IXL Reading activities.”

About Malachi H., 5th gr., from Julie H., 6.2.21: “We did a ton of IXL work and Malachi earned two medals. He really knows his dividing fractions. We did a lot of converting time which is what he is now learning in school, but that was harder for him as it's newer (how many quarter hours are in 45 minutes, etc.).”

About Reaisha J., 7th gr., from Hazel T., 4.29.21: “We did some activities with writing skills like writing sentences with conjunctions and writing a biography poem. We also worked on practicing new vocabulary.” 

About Rianna J., kind., from Maryann M., 5.12.21: “Rianna was excited to work on her Big Kindergarten Book. We raced each other. She did numbers and patterns, completing a lot of the pages of the book. She knew her poem really well and recited it very well. We played afterward, ‘Simon says.’ She was into her artistic, creative mind.”

About Jessica K., from Hazel T., 10.7.20: “Wrote the essay about her life in 2040 and used that to work on editing and revision skills. Kahn Academy math: various place value lessons.”

About Nathan L., 7th gr., from Dan H., 3.25.21: “We read 10 pages of “Lyddie,” about a young woman working in a textile factory.”

About Maria M., 8th gr., from Mimi H., 4.21.21: “We worked on a few math problems about direct variation and point slope form. She did really well on them and also asked good questions that I answered. It was a good session!”

About Uriel M., 4th gr., from Ben H., 5.5.21: “I helped Uriel with a project about fish adaptations. He asked me to write answers in the chat, I declined and encouraged him to write down what we talked about.”

About Omaree M., 6th gr., from Scott R., 1.6.21: “We worked on conversions such as tablespoons to cups and feet to yards. It required addition, multiplication and division skills.”

About Rithwik N., 3rd gr., from Benjamin C., 6.7.21: “Reviewed poem, then worked on everyday math worksheet. We started to work on ballpark estimates and rounding. Great year with Rithwik.”

About Sathwik N., kind. from Beth P., 5.12.21: “He read all of Tip 1, 2, 3!!! He also wrote sentences (I typed) for Ch. 1. I wanted to start with Ch. 2, but he really wanted to start with Ch. 1. He did fine!”

About Mukunth R., 4th gr., from Jonathan F., 5.26.21: “Practiced exponents. Talked about how exponents are used to calculate population in science. “

About Shashi R., 1st gr., from Terri E., 6.2.21: “Read ‘Down in the Grass,’ ‘Fix it Wagon,’ ‘Big Clean-up,’ from Happy Morning.”

About Phyllis (Lele) R., 8th gr., from Julia D., 1.14.21: “Travel to the past writing assignment. Lele wrote about how she would like to travel to the past and talk to her father at a younger age. She also discussed how she would like to travel to the past to meet her grandmother.”

About Yovanna R., 1st gr., from Clay C., 5.24.21: “We got through a book on short vowel sounds and started a book on long vowel sound in “Loving2Read.” The problem was that Yovanna's computer kept going out. I also thought some of the vocabulary was too hard.”

About Berenice R., 5th gr., from Scott R., 3.24.21: “Most of our time was filled up with reading and we did not get to fractions. Berenice worked very hard while reading and we stopped several times to review definitions of words. She is able to read these books online that have definitions and pronunciations easily accessible so I encouraged her to read and review in her spare time because the "Monster" series of books is so fun. Berenice is such a joy and I hope to be able to attend more sessions before the end of the school year.”

About Isabella R., 2nd gr., from Jonathan F., 3.18.21: “Practiced addition with two digits, subtraction with two digits, using fractions to describe shapes, inches, feet, yards and drawing a ruler and a shape exercise on IXL”

About Ashley S., 3rd gr., from Bansari J., 3.31.21: “Ashley did not have any homework so we did math. We did clocks, multiplication and division, 16 problems in total, including word problems. She was great. She is a quick learner.”

About Jaylen S., 4th gr., from Rahm S., 3.4.21: “We talked about some really deep stuff! We talked about how the eye works, we talked about stereograms, we talked about why there are negative images when you stop looking at a window of light, and then Jaylen brought up some incredibly deep questions about the nature of the soul, which didn't have any answers, but were great questions.”

About Layla S., 6th gr., from Yim Y., 10.5.20: “We worked on Layla's math homework. She's learning how to convert between fractions and decimals and comparing them using a number line.”

About Pranathi Y., 1st gr., from Orlaith B., 4.29.2021: “We worked on adding bills and coins on Khan Academy. Then we compared two versions of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ on Khan Academy.”

INSPIRED YOUTH’S 

SUMMER PIANO PROGRAM 

Piano tutors and tech people needed! 

Inspired Youth’s Summer Piano Program will be on-line again this year. The program will begin on June 28 and run through August 12. The Piano Classes will be 50 min. long, during the hours of 1pm-4pm, Mon./Thurs., and Tues./Fri.

     We are looking for “piano tutors” who can help beginning and intermediate students work on piano pieces. (Inspired Youth will provide the piano books for each student.)

     We are also looking for “tech people” who can set up and handle Zoom for us.  If you could be a tech person, let Beth P. know (inspiredyouth2@gmail com, or 773-561-4759.)
DONATIONS TO INSPIRED YOUTH, INC. 

Inspired Youth does a lot with minimal funds, because of our incredible volunteers. However, we rely on the contributions of individuals and organizations in order to continue our work educating, encouraging, and enriching Chicago's youth.  In 2020-2021, Inspired Youth had 48 donors. All donations are important and enable us to provide students with essential materials, support, and equipment. 
​     To donate online, please use the donate button on our website (copy and paste): https://www.inspiredyouthchicago.org. (a Paypal account is not necessary):
​     To make contributions by USPS mail, please send checks, payable to "Inspired Youth," to:
Inspired Youth
5715 N. Ridge Ave.
Chicago, IL 60660
​     All donations to Inspired Youth are tax-deducible. Thank you. Your help is appreciated!
